
 FORT MEIGS UNION CEMETERY BOARD 
MINUTES – SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, December 2, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

The Fort Meigs Union Cemetery Board met on the above date with the following members present:  Gary Britten 
and Robert Warnimont.  Also present was Assistant Superintendent Stephanie Cox.  Trustee Jonathan Smith and 
Fiscal Officer Linda Wilker participated telephonically via Webex.  Other meeting participants present were Kyle 
Sherman of Kyle J Sherman Excavating LLC; Alice Godsey, City of Perrysburg Director of Public Utilities; and Dan 
Wickard, Northwestern Water & Sewer District (NWWSD) Superintendent of Operations. 
 
The meeting was opened by Mr. Warnimont. 
 
Mr. Warnimont stated that the purpose of the meeting was to get the parties together who were involved in the design 
and installation of the sewer line from the building to the main line to assist in resolving an ongoing sewer odor.  He 
explained that, unbeknownst to anyone, there was a septic tank on the east side of the driveway which had to be 
abandoned.  There’s a white cleanout near the near the northeast corner of the office building from which a new sewer 
line runs and ties into the main line running parallel to West Indiana Avenue.   
 
Ms. Cox stated that when the wind blows from north-northwest, there a strong sewer odor that, depending upon wind 
speed, blows well into the burial blocks on the other side of the building.  Ms. Godsey asks if the odor was present 
when the cleanout was opened.  Ms. Cox responded that the cleanout isn’t opened but the odor is present in the air 
and not in the building. 
 
Mr. Warnimont stated that there had been complaints by four individuals who are not Cemetery employees or officials.  
Mr. Sherman stated that he tied into the main line within approximately 3’ outside the building.  Mr. Britten remarked 
that in an earlier conversation with Mr. Wickard, he wondered if the size of the sewer was part of the issue.  Mr. 
Wickard stated that they used a camera to check the work and everything looks good with the line attached to a 6” 
metal line at the building.  The NWWSD had an inspector at the manhole and the City had an inspector for the pipe.  
Mr. Britten asked if anything from the building or vent could be causing it.  Mr. Wickard stated that they installed 3’-4’ 
extensions on the stack. 
 
Mr. Warnimont asked if a pea trap would help and Mr. Sherman stated that there wouldn’t be enough flow with or 
pressure for one.  Mr. Sherman stated that the vent is at the end of a short run to a large main sewer 30”+ with so 
much flow that he doesn’t know how to control the odor.  Ms. Godsey asked how bad the smell was at the clean out 
and Ms. Cox remarked that the odor at the front of the building can be quite bad.  
 
Ms. Godsey suggested using odor tablets to treat the odor and Mr. Sherman stated that he works with a company in 
Holland that pumps a deodorizer to cover production odors.  Mr. Britten commented that they were looking for 
possible solutions to try.  Mr. Sherman stated that Bowling Green treatment plant uses an odor tablet or liquid to 
control the odor.  Ms. Godsey said that there are tablets used in sewer lift stations and she could do some research on 
products that may be a low cost solution.  The Board agreed and offered their thanks to everyone for meeting to 
discuss the issue. 
 
The second purpose of the meeting was to discuss the COVID situation at the Cemetery.  Mr. Smith asks if test results 
were available for employees.  Mr. Warnimont stated the Mr. Friess and Mr. Diller were positive; Ms. Cox and Mr. 
Brahier tested on or about December 6 with no result yet; and the status of Mr. Davis testing/result was unknown.  Mr. 
Warnimont further stated that the Township Maintenance Department personnel were assisting with graves for 
upcoming funerals.  Mr. Smith questioned if Mark Gilbert would be able to return to help.  Mr. Warnimont stated that 
Mr. Gilbert was out of town hunting but had been reached.   
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Mr. Smith stated that our worst case scenario was reached and he commended Ms. Cox and Mr. Davis for holding down 
the fort.  He also extended a “thank you” to the Township for their assistance and had spoken to Bridget Kabat, City of 
Perrysburg Administrator, who has offered whatever help is needed as well.  Mr. Warnimont added that the Cemetery 
an overabundance of funerals this week but once they get their feet back on the ground, they should be able to handle 
everything.  He said that he would be at the Cemetery helping with a couple of the funerals and he and Ms. Cox have a 
game plan. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mr. BRITTEN moved to adjourn to 8:00 a.m. December 16, 2020 regular meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. SMITH.  Motion carried v.v. 
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Chairman      Fiscal Officer 


